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Centralia	College	
Diesel	Equipment	Technology

Associate	in	Applied	Science
• Typically	a	Two	Year	Program
• Diesel	Equipment	Program	
prepares	students	with	
technical	knowledge	and	
hands	on	skills	for	high	
demand	careers.	

• Combines	in-class	instruction	
and	hands	on	training.

Bachelor	in	Applied	Science
• Typically	a	Four	Year	Program
• One	of	four	schools	in	the	US	
with	Bachelor	degree	in	
diesel	technology.

• Ad's	OEM	training,	failure	
analysis,	oil	analysis,	shop	
management,	advanced	
writing	and	math	courses.



Centralia	College	
And	Triad	Machinery

Advisory	Board
• Made	up	of	representatives	from	
local	dealerships,	manufacturers	
and	companies

• Three	annual	advisory	meetings
• Provide	valuable	feedback	to	the	
college	and	meet	with	students	in	
person

Triad	Machinery	Participation
• Paid	Internships
• OEM	Training
• Facility	and	end	user	tours
• Annual	Presentation
• Advisory	board	participation
• Donate	major	components
• Work	directly	with	instructors
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Duane	Doyle
San	Leandro,	CA



What	is	the	Need?

§ Growth	and	technology	advancement
– Over	350	models	produced	by	Caterpillar

§ Dealer	challenges
– Peterson	has	over	65	openings	out	of	485	current	techs
– Competition	and	retention	of	available	workforce
– Industry	Recruitment

• Some	parents	and	teachers	only	promote	4	year	college

– Inconsistent	college	program	results
• Many	high	schools	and	JC’s	have	cut	funding	for	vocational	
programs



What	is	Think	Big?

§ Program	built	by	Caterpillar	and	dealers	to	address	
growing	technician	shortage	and	skills	gap

§ West	coast	started	2002	at	Delta	College	in	Stockton	
CA	and	2006	at	Portland	Community	College

§ Instruction	with	proprietary	Cat	material

§ Program	is	fast-track	entry	into	industry



Program	Structure

§ 2	Year	Program

§ 5	x	8	week	semesters	at	local	community	college
• Lab,	class	room,	and	on-line	training

§ 4	x	8	week	OTJ	paid	training	at	Dealer	shop
• Mentor	and	Reinforce	what	is	taught	in	class	room

§ Freshman	&	Sophomore	classes	rotate	b/w	dealer	&	school

§ Peterson	has	10	seats	per	session,	class	limit	is	approx.	40

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vEUFovPU4Ck
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