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By Hunter Harrill

I must admit, I was very skeptical when 
I originally heard that the 2020 Pacific 
Forest Foundation Annual Scholarship 
Auction was going to be held virtually. 
I thought to myself, “How could we 
possibly end such a challenging year with 
a successful auction?” Especially, if we 
couldn’t meet in person in the normal 
fashion, sharing a wonderful evening with 
one another, building comradery and, 
of course, courage to bid on the many 
live and silent auction items. And Palm 
Springs would have been such a great 
excuse to get out of the house! Surely, 
there was no way we’d come close to 
raising the funds of previous auctions. I 
was even more nervous when I was told 
I was going to be one of the Co-hosts of 
the night. However, I am happy to say on 
the 18th of December 2020, I was proven 
wrong — very wrong in fact!

The evening as a whole was a very special 
event. I thought the virtual format 
flowed very well, had no major technical 
difficulties, and was a welcome alternative 
to a standard Zoom meeting. Plus, the 
entertainment value of some of the 
creative and energetic videos that were 
sent in from our very own PLC directors, 
was top notch. Hopefully, the banter 
provided by Co-hosts Ken Schirman, 
Todd Gordon, and yours truly was also 
entertaining. 

I was surprised by the many compliments 
about the evening forwarded through 
social media, and I even saw some 
attendees having elaborate home 
celebrations and watch parties. So 
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somehow, despite 
being separated 
from one another, 
we still managed to 
communicate and have 
some fun.

Auction 
Highlights
The highlight of this 
year’s auction was that 
we raised over $62,000 
to help us with our 
education mission. 
To my surprise this 
was the second-best 
auction ever, in terms 
of funds raised! A big 
thanks goes out to the 
major donors: 

n Ritchie Bros. and their Stuart Island 
Fishing trip which brought $14,000.

n Elk Hunt, donated by Cascade 
Timberlands that went for $26,000.

n The Wiggins Ranch (PLM) Cow Elk 
Hunt donated by Green Diamond 
Resource Company that went for 
$6,000.

Pete Jackson deserves a big pat on the 
back for leading the charge and lining 
up so many great auction items. We also 
want to thank Ritchie Bros. for helping 
with the online auction, our many other 
great companies and members that 
donated items, and those that bid on the 
evening or online during the days leading 
up to the event. 

I am truly impressed by the generosity of 
our members and wider community who 

came together despite the challenges of 
2020 to contribute to such a good cause. 
In this case, the cause was supporting our 
future generation of forestry professionals 
who are facing their own challenges and 
need our help now, perhaps more than 
ever. As I said during the auction, as an 
educator, I see first-hand the difference 
these scholarships can make in a student’s 
life, providing them not only the financial 
support but also the confidence to 
succeed.  

Thank you to everyone who took part 
in this year’s auction, you are making a 
difference! While I’m now confident that 
as an organization we can successfully 
hold a virtual event, I look forward to 
seeing you all again in person soon; please 
remain vigilant and stay healthy.



FIRST SEAT Connects Students with Industry Jobs 

It’s no secret that industry partnership 
drives successful career technical 
education programs. When local 
employers approached Shasta College 
with an idea modeled after an informal, 
but highly successful, pilot program 
with Creekside Logging in the fall of 
2018, what is known today as FIRST 
SEAT was born.

Forest Industry Real-world Skills 
Training Sustaining Employment 
Applying Technology (FIRST SEAT) is 
an industry-funded internship program, 
which employs Shasta College’s Heavy 
Equipment Logging Operations 
(HELO) students in 2-week rotations, as 
they train with an experienced operator 
on an Employer Partner Champion’s 
active job site. FIRST SEAT has been 
developed to provide flexibility for 
intern employers to train students in the 
skillsets in which it specializes.

Usually scheduled during the summer 
months, the 2020-21 FIRST SEAT 
internship has been postponed until 
Spring 2021 due to COVID-19 
restrictions. This year’s Employer 
Partner Champion is Lepage Company 
in Red Bluff, California. Interns will 
be training on fire watch/patrol, as well 
as developing their operating skills in a 
masticator on one of Lepage’s job sites 
from January through May.
 
In addition to building their technical 
skills on the job, all intern candidates 

will have the opportunity to utilize 
what they learn in their Career Planning 
class by completing an employment 
application and going through Lepage’s 
interview process. Selected interns will 
earn worksite learning credit while 
working in pairs, with an anticipated 
eight interns completing the FIRST 
SEAT program for this cycle.

At the conclusion of their intern period, 
students will have gained valuable 
insight into their chosen career pathway. 
They will be accountable to Lepage for 
showing up for work on time, learning 
the reporting structure on an active job 
site, and experiencing what full-scale 
production looks like in comparison to 
the training pace of their Shasta College 
HELO course.
 
As the Employer Partner Champion, 
Lepage Company will have the 
opportunity to engage with HELO 
students while interns are embedded 
with its crew(s.) Additionally, Lepage 
will be well-positioned to advise Shasta 
College faculty on the level of skills 
training demonstrated by FIRST SEAT 
interns.
 
Participating in an internship program 
represents a real investment decision 
for an employer. Associated costs 
include payroll and hiring costs, use of 
equipment and the loss of production 
as a result of allocating the time of 
experienced operators to mentor and 

train interns. Additionally, attracting 
the next generation of logging and 
forest workers relies on the application 
of technology in ways familiar 
and expected among the emerging 
workforce. To help offset these costs, 
industry associations* have funded the 
2020-21 FIRST SEAT program in the 
amount of $30,699.25.

If you are interested in learning more 
about the FIRST SEAT internship 
program and/or have interest in 
investing in the logging industry’s future 
workforce by becoming a FIRST SEAT 
Employer Partner Champion**, please 
contact Becky Roe to learn more about 
the FIRST SEAT internship program 
and/or have interest in investing in the 
logging industry’s future workforce by 
becoming a FIRST SEAT Employer 
Partner Champion.** You can contact 
Becky Roe at rroe@shastacollege.edu or 
by phone at 530-355-9196. 

*2020-21 FIRST SEAT funding 
partners: Associated California Loggers 
($10,000), California Women in 
Timber ($200), Loggers Association 
of Northern California ($10,000) and 
Sierra- Cascade Logging Conference 
($10,499.25) 
**FIRST SEAT Employer Partner 
Champions: Del Logging (2019), 
Lepage Company (2020-21) 



Last year the Pacific Forest Foundation 
launched a weekly podcast — Talking 
Timber. The goal was to take listeners 
behind the scenes of the Northwest 
timber industry, informing them about 
what goes into the timber products they 
use every day, and to also reach out to 
the next generation to tell them the 
various career opportunities that exist 
within the forest industry. 

After a full year, Talking Timber podcast 
episodes have included people like John 
Bailey, Professor of Silviculture and Fire 
Management at the College of Forestry, 
industry speaker, Wendy Farrand, as 
well as many of our own directors 
like Preston Green, Joe Miller, Jeff 
Wimer, Roger Smith, Hunter Harrill, 

As we all know, last year’s conference 
plans were squelched by the pandemic. 
This year, we are going to make up for 
lost time. 

This year’s Congress will be held 
November  7-10, 2021, in Indian 

Pacific Forest Foundation Podcast – Talking Timber
Ken Schirman and more. To-date the 
podcast has had over 6,100 downloads 
and continues to reach people daily. 
 
The challenge now is to invite more 
industry professionals to take part 
in the podcast. If you, or someone 
in your company or organization, 
would like to be involved, please 
contact Diane Mettler at diane@
pacificloggingcongress.com or 253-777-
8077.  The interviews are casual, fun, 
and done over the phone. (And you 
have a chance to review the transcript 
ahead of time.) 

For anyone wanting to listen or 
subscribe to Talking Timber, the podcast 
is on most podcast apps, like iTunes, 

Sticher, Podbean and Spotify. Or you 
can visit www.pacificforestfoundation.
org or www.pacificloggingcongress.org.

Looking Ahead to Palm Springs

Wells, California (just next door to 
Palm Springs) and excitement is already 
building. 

Dynamic speakers are being lined up 
who will focus on this year’s theme 
— New Ideas for a New Future. The 

program committee chose this theme 
because it speaks to the challenges 
we face as we come out of this global 
pandemic. 

This year, the Congress will be held 
at the Hyatt Regency Indian Wells 
Resort & Spa, nestled in California’s 
Coachella Valley. The hotel features  
something for everyone — two world 
class golf courses, swimming pools, 
tennis courts, a serene spa, as well as a 
brand new water park for family fun.

If you want to get a head start, you 
can book your rooms now. We have 
secured a great rate and pre-booking 
details will be up soon on the PLC 
website. 

We look forward to seeing you in 
sunny Palm Springs! 

Keep checking back to the PLC 
website for new information as it 
becomes available!



You will soon receive an email asking 
you to renew your PLC dues. If you 
haven’t had a chance yet, please do take 
the time to renew today. Your dues keep 
the Pacific Logging Congress a strong 
and active voice in the industry.

To renew
Paying online is simple. Just go to the 
PLC website, click on “Membership” 
and log in. You will find your invoice 
waiting. If you would rather have a hard 
copy sent to you, or run into any issues, 
please email Diane Mettler at diane@
pacificloggingcongress.com. 

Some of the benefits you receive as 
members include: 

n Fabulous networking opportunities. 
Our members are composed of 
industry leaders from all over the 
greater Northwest, as well as British 
Columbia and New Zealand.

n Scholarships and education. By 
supporting the PLC, you support an 

SUMMER MEETING
President Wayne Settle and his wife 
Lynette had prepared to host the 
President’s summer meeting to be held 
at Quail Lodge & Golf Club in Carmel, 
California, in July, 2020. However, that 
had to be cancelled. 

At this time Wayne and Lynette are 
tentatively planning on hosting the 
President’s summer meeting on July 18-
20, 2021 at Quail Lodge, depending on  
how the pandemic regulations play out. 

If all goes well, the event will begin with 
a lively reception at the Baja Cantina 
Grill and Filling Station, followed 
the next day by a tour to the nearby 
Monterey Bay Aquarium (voted one 
of the world’s top aquariums) and the 

historical Cannery Row, where there 
are plenty of shops and restaurants. For 
those who would rather slow things 
down, there are also plenty of wine 
tastings at nearby vineyards.

Attendees will get together the final 
night for dinner. During their stay, they 
can enjoy the pool and golfing located 
at the lodge. But the Quail Lodge is also 
centrally located between the mountains 
and the coast, to provide everything 
from sunbathing to hiking to off-road 
driving . . . to just relaxing. All directors 
are invited. 

It will be determined whether the 
President’s summer meeting will 
take place in April. Please check 
back on the PLC website www.
pacificloggingcongress.com for details, 
such as booking phone number and 
group code number. They will be posted 
as soon as they become available. 

PLC DUES – RENEW NOW
organization that raises approximately 
$22,000 annually for scholarships for 
future forestry leaders and promotes 
and runs other educational programs 
like Adopt a High School and the 
Talking Timber Podcast.

n Credits. Professional credits are 
available at the annual conference, as 
well as the Live-In-Woods Show. 

n Directory access. Your membership 
allows you full access to the PLC 
Members Directory.

n Reduced rates. Members this year will 
receive reduced rates for conference 
registrations and reduced air fare on 
Alaska Airlines.

n Live In-Woods Show. Participation 
every four years in PLC’s Live 
In-Woods show to help educate 
thousands of students, politicians, 
educators, and the public about the 
benefits of the timber industry. 

Thank you
We want to give a BIG thank you to 
all of you for your 2020 response. Even 
despite the pandemic and the lack 
of PLC events, we still received our 
normal dues renewals. Thank you for 
helping keep the PLC active during a 
challenging year, and we thank you in 
advance for 2021.



Students can apply now for the Pacific Forest 
Foundation scholarships. Last year, the PFF 
provided $22,500 in scholarships to 16 
students from Washington to New Zealand. 
To see the students in person and hear a 
little about what they are doing, just log onto 
PacificForestFoundation.org, and click on the 
video in the left hand corner. 

We hope to provide students the same 
opportunities for the 2021-22 school year. 
If you, or someone you know, is in need of 
scholarship funds, they can apply online at 
www.pacificforestfoundation.org. Applications 
will be accepted through May 1, 2021. 

Pacific Forest Foundation Scholarships Applications

CONFERENCE HAPPENINGS
The Pacific Logging 
Congress is the umbrella 
organization for many 
conferences throughout 
the great Northwest. 
Here is a little update on 
what’s taking place. 

Intermountain Logging 
Conference 
The 2021 annual Intermountain 
Logging Conference and Equipment 
Show has been cancelled. Mark your 
calendars for the 2022 conference to 
be held April 6-8, at the Mirabeau 
Park Hotel & Convention Center 
in Spokane Valley, Washington. As 
before, the conference will feature 
presentations on hot-topic issues, 
offer accredited training sessions, and 
showcase the latest in machinery and 
equipment for your forest operations. 
For more information visit www.
intermountainlogging.org.

Olympic Logging Conference
The 75th annual Olympic Logging 
Conference has been rescheduled for 
April 27-29, 2022 with registration 

to open February, 2022. All current 
room reservations and rescheduling 
arrangements are being honored by the 
Empress. For more details visit www.
olympicloggingconference.com 

Oregon Logging Conference 
Although OLC did not have the 
equipment show, they were still very 
active in February 2021:
n  a number of sawdust bowls held 
across Oregon
n five seminar sessions were held 
virtually for 9 pro-logger credits, 
n in lieu of the Future Forestry Workers 
Career event, OLC Foundation 
partnered up with Sweet Home High 
School Forestry Club and Blake Manley 
in producing two career videos for the 
industry.  
n The Guess the Net Scale event went 
virtual. 
n On March 20 the OLC Repair & 
Recovery Fire Relief Fund fundraiser 
dinner and auction will be held, with 
100% of the proceeds to assist logging 
companies who lost so much in the 
devastating fires.
For more information visit www.
oregonloggingconference.com

Redwood Region Logging 
Conference
The 2021 Redwood Region Logging 
Conference has been postponed, 
and the upcoming date has yet to be 
determined. To stay informed, visit 
www.rrlc.net.

Sierra Cascade Logging 
Conference
The 2021 Sierra-Cascade Logging 
Conference (SCLS) has been postponed 
until May 20-22nd. The SCLC 
Education Auction Dinner will be 
held on April 17 at the Redding Civic 
Auditorium! Auction will take place 
both in-person and online. For details 
visit www.sclcexpo.com.

Truck Loggers Association (TLA)
In consideration of the COVID-19 
restrictions improved by the Provincial 
Health Officer and future uncertainty, 
the Board of Directors made the very 
difficult and unprecedented decision 
to cancel the 2021 Convention and 
Trade Show. In the meantime, save the 
date for the 2022 TLA Convention and 
Trade Show: January 12-14, 2022 in 
Vancouver, BC at the Westin Bayshore. 



In 2020, the Pacific 
Logging Congress 
helped organize and 
sponsor the new Thru 
The Trees video contest 
for high school students. 
The event challenged 
students from Idaho, 
Montana, Oregon, and 
Washington to create a 
video highlighting the 
value of careers in the 
forest products industry. 

Last year was challenging year to 
launch such a program and get it 
in front of high school students, as 
many were not attending classes in 
person. Despite the obstacles, industry 
organizations worked together to get 

the word out, and educational 
and entertaining videos were 
submitted by talented young 
adults. Winners were selected in 
December. 

First Place ($1,000) went to 
Jordan Neilson of Post Falls 

High School, Idaho, for Thru the Trees: 
Careers in Forestry

Second Place ($500) was awarded to 
the team of Tressa Geyer and Zoey 
Brott, of Pleasant Hill High School, 
Oregon for Landslide Specialists in 
Forestry.

Third Place was a tie with two winners 
($250.) The award went to the team 
of Alicia Gordon and Lucas Forshee 
of Waldport High School, Oregon 
for What is Your Favorite Story from 
Working in Forestry? ,” as well as to 
Aiden Shamek, of Sweet Home High 
School, Oregon, for Thru the Trees 
2020: Fire Prevention.

Video entries were judged based on 
(1) how well the video highlighted 
a forestry career, (2) accuracy of the 
content, (3) extent of excitement and 
inspiration, (4) degree of ingenuity and 
resourcefulness, and (4) the number of 
references used.  

Partner organizations included: 
Associated Logging Contractors 
(Idaho), Forest Resources Association 
(Washington), Forests Today & 
Forever (Oregon), Idaho Forest Group, 
Idaho Forest Products Commission, 
Montana Logging Association, Oregon 
Forest Resources Institute, Oregon 
Logging Conference, Oregon Logging 
Conference Foundation, Oregon 
Women in Timber, Pacific Education 
Institute (Washington), Pacific Logging 
Conference (Washington), Project 
Learning Tree (Idaho), and Sustainable 
Forestry Initiative/Project Learning Tree 
(Washington DC). 

To see any of these videos or to get more 
information on the next Thru the Trees 
event, visit www.thruthetrees.org. 

Thanks again to the Pacific Logging 
Congress for helping make this even 
possible. 


